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Sensing the Spirit of the Place: Maickler Primary School in Fellbach

Framed by rather featureless residential buildings, the heritage-listed Maria Regina Church, and
school buildings from the 1960s, the new Maickler Primary School has emerged, fitting
seamlessly, naturally, yet confidently into its architectural context. But what makes it so special?

At first glance, one might almost speak of restrained, quiet grandeur when approaching the almost
square school building in Fellbach Its clear, right-angled geometry aligns with the strictly
orthogonal, clinker-clad school buildings from the 1960s. Simultaneously, its distinctly different
aesthetic unmistakably identifies it as a new building and redefines a true address for the
previously rather inconspicuous school ensemble. With its two main entrances to the west and
east of the property, the school responds not only to the specific urban situation at the corner of
the campus but also mediates between the brittle-looking existing buildings and the neighboring,
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sculptural Maria Regina Church, constructed in 1967 as an expressive, asymmetrical truncated
cone by Klaus Franz. For their school, |6hle neubauer Architekten chose a confident and elegant
gesture: A distinctly open ground floor, equipped with floor-to-ceiling glazing and accessible via a
small forecourt, shapes the first impression. In sharp contrast to the more closed-off existing
buildings and the consistently introverted design of the church, this openness acts like a gentle
invitation and a welcome to the students and teachers.

Fine Play of Colour and Light in the Fagade

The two cantilevered upper floors, clad with a curtain facade of glass mosaic tiles, create a
sheltered transition from outside to inside and a covered break area. Although the school is not
made of wood or clay, it adheres to the principle that sustainable architecture is the one that
engages deeply with its location. This building, which has sensitively captured the spirit of the
place, convincingly fulfills this expectation. Only the outdoor area, which is also crossed by an
underground garage entrance on the north side, appears rather stony—especially when combined
with the predominantly sealed outdoor spaces of the older buildings. This makes one look upward
even more gladly, towards the inspiring facade of the new building: With its 2.5 x 2.5 cm, dark
brown tiles featuring matte and glossy surfaces, it creates a delicate, shifting play of colour and
light. These small tiles come together to form a complete picture—not a loud, spectacular image
that forces itself into the foreground, but a calm and context-appropriate one that invites a
moment of pause and closer inspection—and is entirely sufficient to stand out from the
surrounding older structures.
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Reduction and Restraint as a
Guiding Principle

This architectural stance is already
conveyed from the outside, but it

becomes even more evident upon
entering the school. As a contrast to a
colourful school adorned with playful
coat hooks, here one is greeted by a
restrained minimalist atmosphere,

characterised by considerable =5 == g_ﬁ e e e :
spaciousness and openness on the ground floor. The rooms are not conditioned, allowing for
versatile uses. The refined material palette, consisting of light grey terrazzo, exposed concrete
walls, closed, gold-brown anodised aluminium panels, and oak wood, exudes a certain respect—
as if the primary school students need an extra dose of courage to disrupt the calm and order
within the building.

A bright foyer, which extends from west to east and can be combined with the cafeteria to form a
large event space, marks the beginning of the thoughtfully organised floor plan. Surrounding this
flexibly usable central reception area are the other uses of the ground floor: the administration,
the team area, and also the learning workshop with school kitchen are located along the facade as
essential and autonomous rooms. After just a few steps, the greened atrium catches the eye,
which supports the influx of daylight on the ground floor and, with its benches in the reveals of the
fixed glazing, enhances the quality of stay in the foyer.

Two Atriums in the Cluster Centres

A 2-metre wide, single-flight staircase, with transparent glazed railings, leads to the two upper
floors of the 3.5-class cluster school, designed for a total of 350 students. The circulation follows a
clear concept: the main staircases allow students to arrive at the centre of the building, offering
clear orientation. Even though this arrangement does not directly lead towards natural light, this
staircase arrangement is very clear and intuitive. Upon reaching the upper floors, one is struck by
the spatial variety within the seemingly simple floor plans. Right on the first floor, the architects
have integrated a second atrium, cleverly positioned to ensure that the two cluster centres receive
ample daylight. The open staircase, separated from the learning clusters by full-height transparent
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glazing, serves functional purposes: it ensures each cluster has clearly defined spaces and also
meets fire safety requirements. A floor covering made of parquet strips guides the way to the two
grade clusters on each floor: The first impression is of an open cloakroom area with black wooden
furniture and the greened atrium at the centre, around which the classrooms and group rooms are
arranged. To enjoy the welcoming atmosphere of the learning cluster and the inviting space at the
atrium, window sills were designed as benches with a height of around 35 cm. Additionally,
children find black, cube-shaped stools and large cushions in the cluster centres, turning them
into social spaces for encounters and exchanges. It quickly becomes apparent that this learning
space operates almost without corridors. Even the short corridor areas in front of the classrooms
are at least 1.55 metres wide but quickly expand into larger spaces that can be used flexibly for
reading, playing, or working.

High Quality of Interior Spaces

Two classrooms each adjoin a smaller
group room in between. A retreat room
and a team office are also part of the

cluster. Transparent fixed glazing next

to the doors allows views into the

classrooms, which feature generously
cut-in windows and ventilation wings
with fall protection made of anodised
grating. Within the clusters, which are

organised by grade levels, a special room is available to students—such as a music room with a
large wall mirror or a "construction site room." With this varied space offering, complemented by
furniture tailored to the users' needs, the building offers a convincing and diverse range of
possibilities for appropriation, demonstrating the architects' in-depth engagement with the
project. Manfred Sack has described this profound involvement as follows: "But this belongs to
the most elementary pleasures of a good architect: not only designing the envelope of a building,
but also shaping its internal three-dimensional organisation—not just its plan and elevation, but
the interior itself." For this interior, [6hle neubauer architekten did not start with a preconceived,
clearly defined concept. Rather, they approached it with a willingness to explore and adapt,
developing the interior in close dialogue with the users. This special quality can be felt throughout
the school.
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